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 Greetings Bobcat Families! 
 
As we “fall back” this weekend with Daylight Savings Time, W.C. Petty will be “falling back” on all those who 
touch our lives by sharing our thanks in abundance at a variety of upcoming school events.  Launching our 
month of thankfulness took place at our monthly school-wide assembly, celebrating our students and set-
ting the stage for our next collaborative creation, “Our Tree of Thanks”. Students will not only be sharing 
who or what they are thankful for, but also adding a leaf to our tree so that you too can admire all we are 
thankful for when you attend school events this month.  This project is near and dear to our hearts because 
it highlights the value of our relationships with all of you and the priceless contribution it makes to our suc-
cesses.   
 
Here’s a sneak peek at thankful events we have to offer you as we welcome you into our space of sunshine 
and blue skies!  (More specific details to follow as each event approaches.) 
 
 
 

 Sock-Vember is a month long Student Council led donation drive, collecting socks for those in 
need for the Antioch Open Arms Mission.  The collection includes a Spirit Week the week of November 
11th.  
. 

 For all those who serve and protect our country, it is our honor to thank you for your efforts at our Veter-
ans Day Assembly on November 11th.   

 

 During the 5th grade Universal Declaration of Human Rights unit, students are encouraged to volunteer 
for the Feed My Starving Children organization the evening of November 12th. 

 

 At Parent Teacher Conferences, we invite all of you to relish in meaningful conversations highlighting 
your child’s accomplishments. 

 

 Thanksgiving Break, the week of November 25th, offers our families precious time to recharge 
with one another, while enjoying a season of thanks.  

 
 
 
Thank you for trusting us to give your child the best education we have to offer.  We are truly blessed in our 
roles as educators and share that passion every day we walk through the doors at W.C. Petty.  Please en-
joy our events and the memories we created with our most recent Grandparents/Very Important Person 
Day! 
 
 
Bobcat Pride, 
 
 
Joanna Gerritsen  Angelena Colón 
Principal   Assistant Principal  

 



 

 

  K – 1st Grade    2nd & 3rd Grade   4th & 5th Grade 

Cardio Bowling     Cardio Bowling    Fitnessgram Fall Scores/Goals 

Throwing & Catching    Monkey in the Middle   Grid Flickerball 

Self Space/Shared Space Scarves  Self Space/Shared Space Scarves Juggle Unit 

    

 

P.E. News 

Mrs. Jerik & Dr. Pieniazkiewicz-Grude - Art 
Mrs. Jeriks Art News 

Students met the artist Pablo Picasso and took a tour of his art gallery in the art room. In one of the clues, 
we discovered that Picasso was arrested for stealing Leonardo Da Vinci's painting, the Mona Lisa. We then 
watched a video to discover who really did it and how he was caught.  
 
Mrs. Rieb and Mrs. Zajac’s classes are completing the Eye Project. They will begin creating optical illusion 
color wheels.  
Mrs. Earl’s class is beginning warm and cool color leaf drawings.  
Mrs. Niemi and Ms. Chayer’s classes are finishing learning about balance with Paul Klee. They recreated his 
painting Cat/bird. They will begin mixed media owls. 
Mrs. Cronbaugh’s class is beginning to create Van Gogh’s sunflowers.  
Mrs. Faily’s class is learning about Pop Artist Jasper Johns and practicing ordering numbers 0-9 inspired by 
Jasper John’s painting.  They will begin shape owls. 
 
 
 
 Yearbook orders were due October 31st. If you missed out, late orders will begin mid November, you 
can order online at  yearbooksforever.com 
 
Receipts were sent home earlier this month for those that had purchased as of October 8th. 
 

Dr. PG’s Art News 
This month, 4th and 5th grade students finished an ongoing project based on Artist Kelsey Montague’s 
#whatliftsyou.  They created self portraits with wings and symbols of what inspires them in life. If you would 
like to learn more about Kelsey Montague, click on this short youtube video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=T8bcwTQjThw&feature=youtu.be 

 
Students are just starting to work on digital selfie memes on the Sketches School app.  They are teaching 
me how to use the app and are excited to take the lead on teaching me :)  
 
3rd grade students are just finishing up a project called, “Me and my FAVS.”  Students created a colored 
pencil drawing based on symbols of things that are their favorites and their name or initials.  
 
K-2 grade students have been learning about line, patterns and how to draw in one point perspective.  We 
have been incorporating fall themes. Students watched a read along about The Legend of Spookley the 
Square Pumpkin and we discussed why it’s good to be different.  To learn more about Spookley, click on this 
link: https://youtu.be/7_RHtWNG2-g 

 
Artsonia is almost up and running for my classes.  We had some issues with rosters and students will start 
loading their work into their portfolios shortly.  Stay Tuned! If you receive an email from Artsonia, please re-
view it and click on the appropriate links to see your child’s portfolio. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T8bcwTQjThw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T8bcwTQjThw&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/7_RHtWNG2-g


News from Mrs. Schaibly - Music 

During the month of October the fourth 
and fifth graders continued their work to-
wards their concerts. Third grade is pre-
paring to play recorders very soon. We 
have been learning about rhythm and note 
reading. Second grade has been focusing on 
independent singing. First grade is working 
on playing a steady beat and singing with 
instruments. Kindergarten has been learn-
ing how to keep a steady beat and what sounds are high and low. 

Nurse News 

All Kindergarten and 2nd grade students – Please remember to 
turn in your state dental forms if you have not already done 
so. 

Accidents happen, spills happen, nosebleeds happen. Please 
consider packing a change of clothes for your student in case 
it is needed. 

Reminder,  over the counter medications (including cough 
drops) require a doctor’s note and must be dropped off by a 
parent or guardian. 

Dates to remember:  
Nov 1   End of 1 st trimester 

Nov 6   Petty Bobcat Boosters Meeting 6:00-7:00 pm in the Petty library 

Nov 8   Kids Night Out K-2nd 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Nov 14  5th Grade Music Concert 7:00 pm 

Nov 18  Evening Parent Teacher Conferences 3:00-8:00 pm Early Dismissal 2:35 pm 

Nov 18-22 Book Fair (volunteers needed:  https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2898125/true#/
invitation) 

Nov 19  Board Meetings @ Oakland 6:30-9:30 

Nov 20  Evening Parent Teacher Conferences 3:00-8:00 pm 

Nov 25-29 Thanksgiving Break 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2898125/true#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2898125/true#/invitation


Grade: Trimester 1 Unit / Focus 

K Structure & Function: Engineering Design 

Making connections with The Three Little Pigs story, Kindergarteners worked in teams to design 
and build a model of a house to withstand the “big bad wolf.” Students used modeling putty and 
chose either craft bricks (bricks), popsicle sticks (wood), or tooth picks/wooden dowels (straw) to 
build their house. In our tests, we used a leaf blower to test the model’s effectiveness. Next, to fin-
ish our first trimester unit, students will be challenged to design and build a new paintbrush to 
achieve a specific task. For example, draw a rainbow. 

1st Light & Sound 

We are wrapping up our first trimester unit on the science of light and sound. In the final design 
problem, students were posed with a challenge to rescue a lost group of hikers using only the ma-
terials available: flashlight, mirror. Students created a device to communicate over a distance using 
light and/or sound. We are now in the process of testing our designs. 

2nd Grids & Games 

Second grade is nearing the end of their computers/coding unit: Grids and Games. In the culminat-
ing design problem, students are challenged to create a game with a main character, a moving tar-
get, and a moving obstacle. If the character gets hit by the obstacle then the game moves to a 2nd 
“lose screen” where the player is asked if they want to play again. If the player gets to the target 
safely then the game switches to a “celebration screen”. 

3rd    Stability & Motion: Forces & Interactions 

After exploring and building models of many simple machines, third grade students are using what 
they learned to create a compound (more than one simple machine). Following the design process, 
students sketch, build, test, and reflect on a compound machine to rescue a trapped zoo animal. 

4th    Input/Output: Computer Systems 

As we near the end of fourth grade’s Input/Output: Computer Systems, students are making con-
nections between medical and computer science. Fourth graders are developing a “brain fitness 
test” in the coding app Tynker. Students are creating an interactive app to assess the user’s brain 
function, which can serve as a baseline for concussion testing 

5th Infection: Detection 

5th grade has concluded their first unit, Infection: Detection, which explores how germs are spread 
and the science behind staying healthy. In the design challenge, students determined “patient zero” 
in a school outbreak of strep throat. Students deduced a path of transmission among the students 
in the class who are sick. Students worked through the design process to solve the problem and 
create a case report which they presented to their class. 

 



Grandparents /Special Friends Day 



HALLOWEEN CELEBRATIONS 



HALLOWEEN CELEBRATIONS 




